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The President’s Perspective
By Marjie Payne

     Today, as I write this, a heavy
wet snow is falling but thanks to
the ever changing Colorado
weather a 60 degree high is
forecast for tomorrow.  Why talk
about weather? Our feathered
companions can enjoy
opportunities to be outside in the
fresh air and sunshine throughout
the year. By allowing your birds
to spend a bit of time outside
inappropriate weather, most birds
can comfortably tolerate
temperatures above 40 degrees
Fahrenheit. Always monitor your
birds during their time outside to
ensure they do not become
stressed or hyper/hypothermic.
      The members and guests at
our October meeting were treated
to an excellent presentation on
training by John Vincent.  John

brought 2 Gabriel Foundation
Sulfur Crested Cockatoos, Salty
and Pangie to assist in
demonstrating training techniques.
John mentioned a video called Life
is Full of Tales which is sold at the
Bird Brain.  He did not mention
that it is entirely about all of his
animals. I found it very
entertaining and informative since
he covers training techniques in
part of the video.  Many aspects of
animal care are covered including
the diets of the pot belly pigs, dogs,
horses, donkeys, emus and parrots.
John comments that the most
complicated animals he has to care
for are his parrots. After seeing the
video I can’ t wait till next summer-
John has agreed to allow us a
summer field trip to his property!
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     November 17th, Natasha
Laity-Schneider will be speaking
to us on the importance of an
organic diet for our birds.
Anyone who would like to
contribute goodies for the birdy
bags which will be distributed at
our December 15th Holiday Party
can bring them to the November
meeting. Please bring appropriate
bird goodies/toys such as nuts,
seeds made into small packets
with tissue paper, wooden ice
cream spoon or popsicle sticks,
shredded paper and anything else
which can fit into a lunch bag.
     Thank you all for being a part
of CARI.  You are what makes
CARI a great organization.
Please don’t hesitate to call me,
Marjie Payne at (303)783-0221,
with ideas for meeting topics,
activities or to suggest a non -
profit organization you would

like to have considered by others
when we decide which Non-profit
organization’s to support next
March.

How The Animals Are Trained
 From John Vincent’s Top Hog website, with permission

The animals at TOP HOGS,
DOGS & PARROTS are some of
the world's top performing
animals due to both their
intelligence and a state of the art
training method developed by
their trainers. The training
process begins by first building a

strong relationship with the animal,
creating a true friendship. The
training is based on
communication, and only by
working with the animal can you
begin to learn how to talk to them
and how to listen to what they are
telling you. The training is the
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opposite of what we have been
traditionally taught for years. The
training does NOT use choke
chains, yelling, forcing, or
intimidation. All animals are
trained by shaping behavior with
positive reinforcement, or
technically, operant conditioning.
Zoos and marine mammal parks
often use similar training
methods. The animals are
rewarded for doing the right
behavior and are not punished for
doing other behaviors. They're
allowed to think on their own and
are encouraged to learn. Animals
learn more rapidly when they are
allowed to try things on their
own. Shaping a behavior through
positive reinforcement makes for
a happy, high-energy animal.
Often the animals figure out a
faster or easier method to
perform the behavior when
allowed to think on their own.
Sometimes the animals even
invent a new behavior that was
totally unexpected and is better
than the original goal. The
animals at TOP HOGS, DOGS &
PARROTS love to train and
perform. It challenges them
mentally as well as giving them
some much desired attention and
exercise, after all they are
spending time with their friends.
     To teach a new behavior, we
start with something that the
animal already does naturally,
and then shape that behavior into
the desired result. Each time the
animal accomplishes the required
step it is rewarded. The next time
the behavior is asked for, the
criteria is raised. Raising the
criteria of a behavior is done in

small steps so the animal always
has a realistic chance of
succeeding. When the animal
responds incorrectly the trainer
gives no response for three to five
seconds. This lets the animal know
the response was incorrect. No
punishment needs to be given to
the animal. Punishment greatly
impedes the learning process and
the animal may quit trying. The
animals always begin by learning
simple behaviors before
proceeding to more complex
behavior chains. Using this training
method, the animals are capable of
learning an average of one new
behavior a week.
It is only by working with animals
through positive reinforcement and
communication plus allowing them
to demonstrate their abilities, that
one can truly appreciate the
animal's intelligence. Animals are
much smarter and more clever than
most people ever imagine.
At TOP HOGS, DOGS &
PARROTS the animals are much
more than performers, more than
pets, they are friends.

http://www.tophogs.com/anim_trained.ht
ml
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                                    A Wonderful Par ty!
By Lyn Tison

     The Gabriel Foundation
(TGF) celebrated their first year
in the Elizabeth, Colorado
Aviary and Adoption Center with
a grand opening celebration
October 14 and 15, 2006.
The facility was open to visitors
and the staff provided tours at
regular intervals. Visitors were
welcome to do a self-tour of the
outdoor flights. Many visitors
spent time viewing the birds. It
was difficulty to know who was
more amused, the birds watching
the humans or visa-versa.
     More than 300 people
attended the open house. Many
traveled long distances for the
event, including Mexico, Oregon,
Illinois and North Carolina.
‘Locals’  included folks from the
Denver metro area and
surrounding foothills, Boulder,
Colorado Springs and Aspen, the
former home of the Gabriel
Foundation. Many attending had
adopted birds from TGF.
     A variety of local business
and TGF supporters donated art,
jewelry, services and meals for
the silent auction, which was
well-attended. The bidding was
spirited and friendly rivalries
developed as people vied for
different items. TGF staff stated
the auction netted a nice sum

which will be used to provide care
for the birds.  The many children
who attended enjoyed pumpkin
carving and a scavenger hunt.
     Looking at the three buildings
which house the birds and support
facilities, the many flights which
allow them to romp safely outside,
and the Aviary and Adoption
Center buildings, and landscaping,
it was difficult to remember that
approximately a year ago The
Gabriel Foundation staff organized
a caravan of staff and volunteers to
move some 175 birds to Elizabeth
from Aspen. This was done to
comply with the Pitkin County’s
request to remove the birds from
the Aspen site due to zoning issues.
One year ago only one building
was complete and many birds were
temporarily housed in two tents on
the facility’s grounds. After a
powerful windstorm nearly blew
down the tents, the birds were
moved to off-site housing until the
second and third buildings were
completed in early 2006.
     At present, the Elizabeth facility
houses some 225 birds and has a
capacity for 350 birds. Bird
currently on site range from
macaws, large and small
cockatoos, Amazons, African
Greys, conures and smaller birds
such as cockatiels, lovebirds and
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budgies (budgerigars or
parakeets) and one lorikeet.
Lorikeets feed on nectar and thus
have some special dietary and
sanitation issues. This flock
includes 100 birds recently
relinquished in three large
groups: a Ft. Collins group, a
group of birds from Oregon
whose owner had recently died
and had requested TGF receive
her birds, and a group of retired
smaller breeder birds from the
Denver metro area. These
additions have filled the
expanded space the three
buildings provide and keep the
TGF staff hopping!  Several of
these birds have been adopted;
many of those remaining are
adoptable. Contact TGF (staff or
website-see below) for more
details if you are interested.
     The facility kitchens, outdoor
flights, cage and quarantine areas
have been carefully designed to
maximize airflow, prevent
disease and provide a wonderful
habitat for these parrots and
enhance the optimal bird care.
Every bird has toys in its cage.
Many of the toys are courtesy of
the Parrot Toy Angels, a group of
volunteers who made and
shipped more than 1200 toys to
TGF’s Aviary and Adoption
Center in fall, 2006. The outdoor
flights are equipped with rope
perches, branches and for the
larger macaws and cockatoos,
wood stumps and boulders in
addition to durable toys. These
are busy, happy birds!
     The birds are outside for
several hours every day,
including winter, barring

inclement weather and
temperatures. Sunshades provide
relief from the intense summer sun,
although some of the macaws’ red
feathers are faded from a summer
of sun and outside fun.
     The facility offers great ideas
for enhancing your bird’s habitat
and a tour is highly recommended.
CARI members who toured the
facility for our July 2006 fieldtrip
came away with some great ideas.
If you want to visit the Elizabeth
Aviary and Adoption Center,
contact TGF at 303 646 3537 X213
or X216 or via e-mail at
aviary@thegabrielfoundation.org .
It is best to schedule your aviary
tour a few weeks in advance.
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Sweet Rice Mash

4 coarsely grated sweet potatoes
2 bags brown rice
1 can carrot juice
1 can veggie baked beans (rinsed to remove
excess sugar)
1 bag small shell pasta

Boil rice using carrot juice added to the water
until almost done. Add in sweet potatoes and
pasta (adding a little more water if needed - just
enough to keep from sticking - you want it to
fully absorb). Stir often. Add in rinsed baked
beans, stir some more. I divide it up into several
zip freezer bags and then take out what I need
each day.

This recipe comes from Fran Menley of
Arkansas. "My pets, breeders, and babies love
this, it is part of their daily diet. I add in different
fresh seasonal and frozen veggies, and some
sprouted sunflower seed each day, then in the
afternoon they get their fruit and more fresh
greens." Fran has parrotlets, eclectus, a red-
bellied parrot, blue crown conure, and macaw.
I haven't found any parrot on a veggie diet that
wouldn't eat it!

Recipe for the Birds

C.A.R.I . MEETINGS

November  17, 2006
Natasha Laity-Schneider will speak about
organic bird diets.

December  15, 2006
Holiday Party!

For more information go to
http://www.cari-bird.org/MeetInfo.htm

Gabriel Foundation Events

November  24
Holiday kick-off sale begins at The Birdbrain

December 2
Grooming and pictures with Santa at The Birdbrain, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

December  9
Holiday Meet the Birds with toy making bazaar at The Birdbrain, 11:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

More Information: http://www.thegabrielfoundation.org/

Photo by Marjie Payne
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November 4-5
National Bird Show and RMSA Bird Show
9:00 am-5:00 pm at the National Western Complex, 4655
Humboldt Street, Denver, CO 80216.

http://www.greatamericanbirdshow.org/

November 5-11
National Animal Shelter Appreciation Week

If you have something
you would like to
contribute to the
newsletter please contact
Gloria Haley at
elenna@infionline.net

Cartoons from http://birding.about.com/library/blclip-type-parrots.htm



8

The Birdbrain LLC, is an educational resource for
caregivers of companion birds from finches to
macaws.  We provide the finest quality products as
well as support for the complete psychological,
physiological, and environmental needs of your bird.

Your purchases allow us to provide for the parrots of
The Gabriel Foundation� .


