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The President’s Perspective
By Marjie Payne

      Time certainly is flying by!
Our May 19th meeting will be
the last regular Friday evening
meeting of the season and feature
Barbara Heidenreich’s DVD on
training parrots.  In March, CARI
welcomed two new members,
Gabriele Weimers and Jennifer
Erickson, to the CARI board.  It
is clear that both of them will
provide valuable input as board
members!
     June 17th don’t miss the
“Parrot Picnic Potluck at the
Payne Place” . As in the past, Joe
and I will provide hamburgers,
hotdogs, buns, condiments and
ice tea.  Our outdoor aviary will
be available for flighted birds to
enjoy. July 15th will be a field
trip and picnic at TGF and a
tentative date of August 19th has
been set for a visit to Avalon
Aviaries in Loveland.

      Mosquito season will be upon
us soon.  Check your property for
stagnant water sources.   Any
standing water which cannot be
drained can be treated with a BTI
dunk or pellets – this will prevent
mosquito larvae from hatching.
Another effective treatment – a few
drops of mineral oil on the water
surface will suffocate the larvae.
Mosquitoes feed at dusk and dawn,
so these may not be the best times
to have your birds outside.
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Taking Your Bird On Vacation?
Here are travel tips compiled from several ar ticles:

Bird Carriers
     You will need a good bird
carrier for traveling in your car.
It should be well ventilated.  It
should be possible to secure a
food dish inside the carrier, along
with a water bottle (no spills, just
drips).  Put soft material in the
bottom of the carrier in case of a
fall from a sudden stop and so
that the bird won’t slide around if
he chooses to sit there.  Its good
to have a perch attached inside
for your bird to hold on
comfortably. Don’t use a smooth
perch, as that can be difficult to
grip.  If the perch can be placed
closer to the front of the carrier,
the bird will be able to lean into
the front for stability during stops
or turns rather than accidently
being flung to the bottom.
     Because air bags inflate with a
good deal of force, a carrier in
the front seat could be crushed.
So, it
should be placed in the back seat
facing forward and secured there
using seat belts.

Travel Cages
      Although the travel cage will
be smaller than your regular
cage, it should have room for
your bird to stretch his wings.  It
needs to allow for food and
water, a perch and a toy without
making the bird feel crowded.
Familiarize your bird with the
cage before the trip by having
him spend a little time in it.  You
can also arrange food and water

and toys in a similar way to his
regular cage.  If the bird will also
ride in a car or camper in this cage,
make sure hard toys won’t swing
into him by fastening them to the
side of the cage with twine.  Also,
remember to bring a t-stand or
another type of stand so that your
bird can have some time outside
the cage.  Or you can attach
perches to the outside of the travel
cage.  Remember a cage cover for
night if your bird is used to having
one.

Food and Water
If you bring along bottles of your
own water from home or buy
bottled water, you don’t have to
worry about your bird getting sick
from water in other places.  Bring
extra food with you, or make sure
that you can get what you need
where you are going. Its good to
put juicy fruits and vegetables such
as grapes, oranges, apples,
tomatoes, and carrots in the birds
dish.  You can keep the fruits and
veggies in a cooler to keep them
fresh. These help make sure that
the bird stays hydrated. Most birds
can tolerate 5 to 6 hours of travel a
day.  Some will not eat or drink
while moving.  You can find out
how your bird reacts by taking
drives with your bird before you
take him on your trip.

Safety
Make sure your bird is with
someone all the time, so that noone
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will have an opportunity to steal
your bird.   Its  not safe to leave
him locked in a car or camper.
Also a car could be too hot to
leave the bird in the summer and
too cold in the winter.  The best
air temperature  in your car is
between 75 and 85 degrees.
Don’t leave the bird in direct
sunlight where he can’t choose to
move into shade or in front of a
vent.  Remember to spritz  with a
spray bottle of water if its warm
out.  Watch for signs that your
bird is too warm such as holding
its wings wide and its beak open.

Health
Get a check up with the
veterinarian before going to
make sure your bird is healthy to
start.  You could also have a
microchip implanted at this
point.  If you clip your birds
wings, get it freshly done now
and get the nails done.  If you
don’t clip wings, train your bird
to wear a bird harness if possible.
That way you don’t have to leave
him in a cage when you are
walking around.  Bring a first aid
kit for your bird containing septic
powder, gauze, tweezers, sugar,
and a feeding syringe.  The sugar
is to put in water to feed with the
feeding syringe if the bird
becomes dehydrated. Keep the
name of your veterinarian handy
along with medical records. Try
to find out about avian
veterinarians where you will be
traveling, just in case.
Other things
Its good  to stick to the same
meal times and sleep times as
you had at home if possible.  You

should also make time to play with
your bird.  The bird is in a strange
environment and will be less
stressed with a routine. Check
ahead to make sure you have a
hotel that will allow you to bring
your birds in with you. If you have
a Quaker, make sure that you don’t
bring it to a state that has banned
the bird.  They could legally take
your bird from you.  Also, if you’re
in states bordering Mexico, it’s a
good idea to have papers with
proving ownership of your bird.

L inks:
http://www.thriftyfun.com/tf91937
0.tip.html

http://birds.about.com/gi/dynamic/
offsite.htm?zi=1/XJ&sdn=birds&z
u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.petpubli
shing.com%2Fbirdtimes%2Farticle
s%2Ftravel.shtml

http://www.petsmart.com/global/ar
ticles/article_detail.jsp?CONTENT
%3C%3Ecnt_id=10134198673267
810&FOLDER%3C%3Efolder_id
=9852723696503932&bmUID=11
43763792344&In=All&N=2

http://www.findarticles.com/p/artic
les/mi_m0FRO/is_6_132/ai_57797
579

http://www.birdsnways.com/wisdo
m/ww9eii.htm

International Travel:

http://www.forthebirdsdvm.com/In
tTravel.htm
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If you have something
you would like to
contribute to the
newsletter please contact
Gloria Haley at
elenna@infionline.net

Archaeopteryx
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Fruit and Veggie "Popsicles"

My senegal Emerald really seems to like this
recipe!

1 apple
1 carrot
1 orange
several grapes
1 tomato
1 green pepper
Any other fruits and veggie your bird might eat

Put the ingredients on a cutting board and dice
them finely (except for the orange). Place the
ingredients in a bowl. Cut the orange and
squeeze (over the bowl) until it is out of juice.
Pack your ingredients into a ball and stick in a
wooden popsicle stick. Wrap with wax paper
and put in freezer. Let it sit for an hour. Take out
and give it to your bird (my bird likes the
popsicle stick the best!).
This recipe comes of Jamie Gersh of
Mississippi.

Recipe for the Birds

C.A.R.I . MEETINGS

June 17, 2006
Parrot Picnic at the Payne Place

July 15, 2006
Field Trip and Picnic at the TGF aviary!

August 19, 2006
Tentatively, Field Trip to Avalon  Aviaries
in Loveland

For more information go to
http://www.cari-bird.org/MeetInfo.htm

Gabriel Foundation Events

June 11, 2006
Parrot Promenade 2006---10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Hudson Gardens &
Event Center, Littleton, CO.  For tickets call 303-629-5900 ext. 214
More Information:  http://www.thegabrielfoundation.org/Events/ - 4c31963a-3f2b-4755-98cc-cf4e8e0f504d

Picture from tcady.com
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The Birdbrain LLC, is an educational resource for
caregivers of companion birds from finches to
macaws.  We provide the finest quality products as
well as support for the complete psychological,
physiological, and environmental needs of your bird.

Your purchases allow us to provide for the parrots of
The Gabriel Foundation� .


