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The President’s Perspective
By Marjie Payne

Our May 18th meeting topic is, in
addition to being interesting, an opportunity
to learn more about species and subspecies
of birds in the psitticine family. Julie Weiss
Murad will be our presenter and is always a
favorite!

There is sad news from two club
members of lost birds.  Barbara Van den
Arend’s beloved Jardine’s parrot Naima,
and Nancy Peterson’s blue crown conure,
Paulie, escaped their homes and have not
been located.

This time of year is prime time for
our feathered escape artists to grab a
perilous opportunity for adventure. It only
takes a moment for incidents like these to
happen and they can happen in spite of
precautions we may take. If a bird is lost it
is important to get signs up in the vicinity,
be actively out walking the neighborhood,
phone reports into your local animal shelter
and put an ad in the lost and found section
of the paper.

Notice should also be given to local vets
and pet shops which carry birds and bird
supplies.  In the course of my job, I have
picked up stray pet birds - cockatiels,
budgies and a Quaker parrot and was
amazed that the bird owners were not
checking with the animal shelter.  In the
case of the Quaker, a shelter employee
asked me 5 days after I had picked the bird
up if I had seen any loose birds because a
friend had lost his.  She hadn’t bothered to
check the “ found” reports at the shelter
where she worked!  When checking with
animal shelters for a lost bird always ask
for them to check the “ found” reports.
Sometimes pets are found by people who
are less than honest.  One CARI member
who had lost her Quaker parrot noticed that
her lost bird fliers were immediately taken
down.
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She contacted the people who were taking
the signs down and noted their responses as
to the reason were odd. Later she could
hear her bird calling from inside.
Fortunately, when I showed up in uniform
the people gave the bird to me and he was
reunited with his very happy person.  This
bird would not have been found without the
hours of intense searching his person
invested!  The most important thing to
remember if a pet is lost is not to give up.
Found pets are often adopted by the finder

with the comment “somebody turned it
loose” .  As we all know parrots are a
challenging pet and this may cause a well
intentioned “adopter” to take the bird to the
shelter or a pet store.

At our next meeting before our
guest speaker begins we will take a few
minutes to brainstorm on ways to prevent
escape.  “Hippy beads”  in the door way
comes to my mind.  In the meantime,
please keep a positive thought for the safe
return of lost birds.

Here’s a link to a very interesting article on lighting
for birds.  It would have been in this newsletter, but
the author’s email addresses didn’ t work, so I
couldn’ t get permission.
http://www.birdsnways.com/wisdom/ww42ev.htm

Here’s the author’s website, which contains many
good links to lighting articles.
http://users.mis.net/~pthrush/lighting/index2.html
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Cat Danger
By Gloria Haley

Many bird owners probably don’t realize
a danger that contact with a cat can have
for a bird.  It’s not just that a cat could
attack and bite a bird. It’s that 60 to 75%
of cats have a Pasteurella bacteria in their
saliva that can kill a bird.
     According to
http://www.medicinenet.com/script/main/art.asp
?articlekey=8047 , the Pasteurella family of
bacteria are associated with infections
having a rapid onset even in humans.
"Pasteurella bacteria is the equivalent of
snake venom to small animals," says
Craig Sparks, a wildlife rehabilitator on
the Peninsula on
http://www.tidepool.org/original_content.cfm?ar
ticleid=85083.  The bacteria multiplies
quickly in birds and can kill them within
24 hours.
     Obviously, a bite from a cat could
transmit the bacteria to a bird.
However, a scratch from a cat or even
contact with saliva on a cats fur or from
being licked by the cat, if the bird then
preens itself, can cause the bird to
contract the bacteria.  Its also a good
idea to wash hands after petting a cat
before having contact with a bird.
     If a bird comes into contact with a
cat in any of the above ways, its
important to get the bird to a
veterinarian immediately.  Antibiotics

can then be administered which can
prevent the infection.
     Because of the Pasteurella bacteria,
its best to allow no physical contact
between cats and birds no matter how
well trained the cat is.

References:
http://www.parrotparrot.com/birdhealth/alerts.ht
m

http://www.cockatielcottage.net/cats.html

http://www.zoologix.com/dogcat/Datasheets/Pas
teurellaMultocida.htm

http://www.parrotparrot.com/articles/aa011301.
htm

http://books.google.com/books?id=sYu6tLYy6r
AC&pg=PA73&lpg=PA73&dq=pasteurella+bac
teria+cats&source=web&ots=DGGI9rbek_&sig
=EQzPDEG8Ed-ThpYhFN9Cefle2IA

http://www.gsbs.utmb.edu/microbook/ch029.ht
m

http://www.petstation.com/cat-zoonoses.html

http://www.pvcaudubon.org/found.htm

http://www.parrotpassionsuk.com/First%20parr
ot/otherpets.htm
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BEANS AND RICE
�  1/4 cup pinto beans
�  1/4 cup kidney beans
�  1/4 cup split peas
�  1/4 cup lentils
�  1/4 cup navy beans
�  1/4 cup garbanzo beans
�  1 cup cooked brown rice
�  1 cup cooked white rice
�  1 carrot (chopped)
�  1 cup frozen corn (thawed)

Soak beans overnight. Drain, rinse, refill pan with
water. Add carrots and cook with beans for 1 hour.
Add corn and rice and cook till warm. Cool and
serve. Store excess in leak proof containers.
May be frozen in 3 day serving sized containers, and
thawed before use. From:
http://www.netpets.com/birds/reference/kjohnson/recipes.html

Recipe for the Birds

C.A.R.I . MEETINGS

May 18, 2007
Learn more about species and subspecies
of birds in the psitticine family. Julie
Weiss Murad will be our presenter and is
always a favorite!

June, 2007
Tentatively, picnic at the Payne’s

July, 2007
Tentatively, tour of the Gabriel
Foundation’s Aviary.

August 18, 2007
Field trip picnic to John Vincent’s place!

For more information go to
http://www.cari-bird.org/MeetInfo.htm

Gabriel Foundation

Special Lory Rescue.  Read about it at:
http://www.thegabrielfoundation.org/HTML/lory%20rescue_2.16.07.html

Special Birdie Basics class for small birds!
Sunday June 3 at The Birdbrain 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Call 303-629-5900
ext. 227 or email office@thegabrielfoundation.org by June 1.

Other  events of interest

Companion Parrot Seminars
May 19
Learn to Draw Parrots,  Sally Blanchard is speaking
1:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are $30.00
Call Laughing Parrot Gallery at 970-278-0233.

June 23
So You Think You Want a Bird?
Speakers: Susanne Cochran and Sally Blanchard
1:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are $39.00
Call Avalon Aviary at 970-663-5004

Picture by M. Payne
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If you have something
you would like to
contribute to the
newsletter please contact
Gloria Haley at
elenna@infionline.net

Nor thern Colorado Bird Center

�  Educational Presentations
�  Bird Training Consultations

Phone: 970-217-6668
Email: NCBirdCenter@earthlink.net

Andy Hall, MBA
 Executive Director
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The Birdbrain LLC, is an educational resource for
caregivers of companion birds from finches to
macaws.  We provide the finest quality products as
well as support for the complete psychological,
physiological, and environmental needs of your bird.

Your purchases allow us to provide for the parrots of
The Gabriel Foundation� .


