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The President’s Perspective
By Marjie Payne

     Our June “Parrot Picnic at the
Payne Place”  was a wonderful
and relaxing event.  The weather
was perfect and the visiting birds
enjoyed their time outside.
Jennifer Erickson’s new SC2
proved that there is a bird on the
planet with a louder, more
obnoxious squawk than the bird
that got us started in the
wonderful world of whacky
parrot people- Rosie, the G2.
Truly music to our ears!
     July 15th, CARI members and
guests are off to a visit to The
Gabriel Foundation’s new digs in
Elizabeth from 10:30 a.m. until 1
p.m.

If you are interested in attending
please e mail me at
paynemarjorie@msn.com or call
me at 303-783-0221 for
directions.  If you need a ride or
would like to offer transportation
to TGF, call or e-mail me with that
information. Please bring toy
making supplies- we will be
making toys for the feathered
residents of the aviary in addition
to touring the facilities. We will
not be picnicking at TGF during
this event.
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Don’ t Lose Your Bird!
By Donna@911parrotalert.com

     More birds are lost during the
spring and summer months for a
number of reasons.  Here are
probably the three most common
reasons:
1.  Doors and windows are
opened and or left open more
frequently.  Traffic is usually
higher because kids and their
friends are in and out all day.
Open windows should have
screens that are properly
secured. All doors should be
locked and entry allow by
someone from the inside if the
bird is out of its cage. If this
seems inconvenient, it is not a
inconvenient as looking for a lost
bird or the stress, guilt and the "if
I had only" thoughts that will
haunt you.
2.  Cages are moved outside
allowing the bird access to warm
weather and fresh air. During
transport bottoms can dislodge
from small and medium cages.
Always carry the cage cradled in
your arms, never by the handle.
Also, some birds have be know
to be escape artist and can easily
open the doors and feeding areas.
To prevent this plastic tie wraps
should applied to doors and to
secure the bottom. A small
price to pay to keep a cage safe.
3.  Owners have the false sense
that the bird will not fly away
because it stays on the shoulder
in the house.  The spacial area for
locating inside varies vastly from
the outside.
     A sudden loud outside noise

can startle and cause your bird to
take
flight into the great blue yonder.
The person can suddenly and
unexpectedly stumble, trip or fall.
The normal reaction of a bird is to
spread and flap its wings as you
would try to break your fall with
hands and arms. The aerodynamics
of flight related to speed of the
forward motion from the fall, tilt
of the wings, air pressure, air
current and weight of the bird
come into play.
     All birds whether wings are
clipped or not clipped, should have
a harness or lead that is secured to
that person. Prevention is always
the best defense.
     There are other reasons....and if
you think of it...this means it
could happen... Take the
precaution to prevent it, nothing is
too little to keep your bird safe.

"This can be X posted,and is to
include protected by US and
International Copyright Laws:
written by
Donna@911parrotalert.com "
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Bird Eyes
By Gloria Haley

     Have you ever wondered how
your bird sees the world?  Their
eyes basically work the same as
ours, but there are some
interesting differences.  Most of
them see more clearly than us.
They don’t see in three
dimensions in the way that we
do.  They also see colors that we
cannot see because they have
what is called “tetrachromatic”
color vision.
     Tetrachoromatic vision means
that birds have four types of
cones on their retinas rather than
three like we have.  We have
trichromatic vision because we
have three types of cones.  Cones
have to do with color vision in
the daytime. Our cones take in
long wavelengths which
correspond to the red part of the
spectrum, medium wavelengths
corresponding to yellow and
short wavelengths to blue.  Birds’
fourth cone corresponds to even
shorter wavelengths in the
ultraviolet part of the spectrum
which we are unable to perceive.
For comparison, dogs and cats
only have two different types of
cones.
     Cones work by being
stimulated by the different
wavelengths reflected by the
things around us.  We perceive
things to be different colors
because of the light wavelengths
that they reflect.  For example, a
green leaf is reflecting
wavelengths that will mainly
stimulate the yellow and blue

cones to various degrees. The brain
will then interpret some hue of
green. The cones’ degrees of
stimulation, interpreted together, is
what determines the color we
perceive.  So, because birds have
another cone that will be added
into every interpretation of color
by their brains, they see entirely
different colors than we see.  The
interesting thing is that we can’t
even really simulate this for
ourselves in any way or truly
imagine what colors look like to
birds.  There is quite a bit more to
this than I’ ve written here, so if
you’re interested, go to the
websites listed below.
     Another difference in vision is
the amount of depth perception that
birds have as compared to us.
Birds like our parrots have less
depth perception because their eyes
are placed on the sides of their
heads rather than directly in front
like ours (or some other bird
species such as owls).  Having two
overlapping views of the exact
same scene, which is what we get
from having eyes together in front,
is what gives depth perception.
Instead of this, parrots are able to
see more of what is around them,
kind of a wide angle view.  They
can see depth to a degree if they
lower their heads to look down into
something.  They look like they’re
looking down their beaks when
they do this.  Some think that
bobbing helps birds to tell how
close something is by viewing it
rapidly from different angles.
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     Birds have the ability to see
details better than we do.  Their
retinas don’t contain blood
vessels as ours do which cuts
down on some interference with
clearness.  Also, while our
retinas contain approximately
200,000 cones per square
millimeter, most bird’s retinas
contain at 400,000 cones or more
in the same space.  The extra
cones are what allows them to
have better vision, because more
information can be sent to the
brain to make a more detailed
picture.
     As you can see, there are
several differences between bird
visual perception and ours.  Its
fascinating to know that birds see
colors, depth, and details so
differently from us.  This adds

yet another interesting aspect to
our birds.
References:
http://www.backyardnature.net/bir
deyes.htm
http://www.biology.eku.edu/RITC
HISO/birdbrain2.html
http://www.bio.bris.ac.uk/research/
vision/4d.htm
http://www.paulnoll.com/Oregon/
Birds/Avian-vision.html
http://webexhibits.org/causesofcolo
r/17B.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Color_
vision
http://www.rattlesnake.com/notion
s/birds-color-vision.html
http://www.paulnoll.com/Oregon/
Birds/Avian-vision.html
http://www.backyardnature.net/n/0
3/030622.htm

tcady.com
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Tropical Fruit Dish
I have a quaker and a Lovebird and they just
love this recipe!
Put in a certain amount of everything depending
on what kind of bird you have: kiwi, watermelon,
grapes, hard-boiled egg (shell included).

Lovebirds-Budgies:1 slice of cut kiwi, 1 cut up
cube of watermelon, 1 sliced grape 1/2 egg, 1/4
egg shell.
Quakers-Lories:2 slices of kiwi, 2 cubes of
watermelon, 2 grapes, 1 egg and shell.
Amazon-African Grey: 4 slices of kiwi, 4 slices of
watermelon, 5 grapes, 2 eggs and shell.
Macaws: 6 slices of kiwi, 6 slices of water
melon, 7 grapes, 2 1/2 egg and shell.

Mix all ingredients except the egg shell together
in a food bowl. Chop the egg shell very finely
with a fork. Sprinkle egg shell on top of the fruit
mix.
This recipe comes from Jenny in Florida.

Recipe for the Birds

C.A.R.I . MEETINGS

July 15, 2006
Field Trip to the TGF aviary!

August 19, 2006
Tentatively, Field Trip to Avalon  Aviaries
in Loveland

For more information go to
http://www.cari-bird.org/MeetInfo.htm

Gabriel Foundation Events

July 22
Meet the birds day at The Birdbrain from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.

August 5
Bird grooming at The Birdbrain from 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm.

October 15 &  16
Grand Opening of the Aviary in Elizabeth.
More Information: http://www.thegabrielfoundation.org/

Picture by M. Payne
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The Birdbrain LLC, is an educational resource for
caregivers of companion birds from finches to
macaws.  We provide the finest quality products as
well as support for the complete psychological,
physiological, and environmental needs of your bird.

Your purchases allow us to provide for the parrots of
The Gabriel Foundation� .


